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PAT'ENT, in the ordinary meaning of the
term, a grant by the government to an inven-
tor or discoverer of a useful device or art,
of the exclusive right to make, manufacture
and sell his invention or discovery for a def-
inite period. Patents were granted by the
colonial and state governments, before the
adoption of the Constitution, and that instru-
ment (Art. I, Clause 8) confers upon Con-
gress the power to grant patents and copy-
rights. All patents are granted through the
Patent Office, which is attached to the De-
partment of Commerce, and in charge of
the Commissioner of Patents.
How to Obtain a Patent. Applications
for patents must be made to the Commis-
sioner of Patents in accordance with pre-
scribed rules. The application must con-
tain a clear and concise description of the
article, with the necessary drawings or models
and must be accompanied with an applica-
tion fee of $30. The applicant must also file
under oath a statement to the effect that he
believes himself to be the inventor of the
article. While any inventor may prepare
and file his application, inventors not thor-
oughly conversant with the patent laws are
advised to employ a registered patent at-
torney, since the value of the patent depends
largely upon the accuracy and completeness
of the specifications in the application.
When the application is received it is re-
ferred to a special examiner, whose duty it
is to determine whether or not the article is
novel and useful and whether it has been
anticipated in the United States or foreign
countries. If no objection is found, the pa-
tent is issued on payment of an additional
fee of $30. If objections arise, the applicant
is given opportunity to amend his applica-
tion so as to remove them, if such removal
is possible.
Duration of a Patent. A patent is issued
for seventeen years; it may not be renewed
for a second period except under very unusual
circumstances.
Number of Patents. The United States
issues more patents than any other nation;
patent No. 1,000,000 was granted in 1911;
No. 2,000,000 was granted in 1935, The
number of applications varies from 50,000 to
90,000 a year, and the patents granted range
from 45,000 to 55,000.
PATENT LEATHER, formerly known as
japanned leather, is leather prepared by a
process which gives it a hard, shiny surface
 like lacquer or enamel. Successive coats of
lampblack mixed with linseed oil are put
on the flesh side of the hide, each when dry
being rubbed with pumice stone. The skins
are then treated with a liquid black dye
containing turpentine and allowed to stand
for about a month. They are then baked in a
moderately heated oven for three days. After
this they are exposed to sunlight for about
ten hours, and the_ process is then complete.
PATERSON" N~ <L, the county seat of
Passaic County and the third city of the
state in population. It is twelve miles north
of Newark and seventeen miles northwest of
New York City, on the Erie, the New York,
Susquehanna & Western and the Delaware,
Lackawanna & Western railroads.
The principal institutions and buildings
are the museum, the Danf orth Free Memorial
Library, and a high school for girls on a
seven-acre tract. There is also a state nor-
mal school.
Paterson produces over $200,000,000 worth
of manufactured goods in a year. These in-
clude silk products, airplane motors, brushes,
brooms, cotton goods, furniture, meat prod-
ucts, lumber products, mill supplies, record-
ing instruments, rubber goods, rugs, trunks
and bags, undertaker supplies, wall paper
and veneered panels. The manufactories num-
ber 325, employing over 10,000 workmen.
The city is the leading silk-manufacturing
center in the United States. It carries on
every silk process except the reeling of silk
from the cocoon, producing all kinds of goods
from the plainest lining to the most beautiful
brocade,
The city was founded by Alexander Ham-
ilton; the site was selected because of the
power possibilities at the Passaic Falls. Silk
was first manufactured in 1839 at the old
Gun Mill, the building in which the first Colt
revolver had been made about five years
earlier. John P. Holland developed his mod-
ern submarine while a resident of Paterson
prior to 1880. The city was named after
Governor William Paterson, one of the
framers of the Federal Constitution. Popu-
lation, 1930,138,513.
PATIENCE, pa'ahens. See solitaibe,
PATHOS, an island off the coast of Asia
Minor, twenty miles south of Samos. Its
length is about ten miles, its breadth, nearly
six miles. The island is an irregular mass
of barren, rock; agricultural products are
scanty, and the inhabitants are occupied

